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showed them, by so many and pregnant arguments,
the harm they would cause before God, and the wrong
they would do to the sanctity of that generous soul, if
they took measures to prevent her journey, that they
[156] had no other response to give than a hearty
acquiescence in the orders of him who was master,
abasing themselves before him and adoring his
guidance, bitter indeed though they found it. Were
they not parents worthy of being honored by so holy
a daughter? What will be said before God by the
Communities from which such eminent subjects are
not demanded, when they see a house give the dear-
est that it has, and parents deprive themselves of the
object of their love and tenderness? "

Madame de la Troche, having made her sacrifice,
asked for nothing more than the satisfaction of going
to embrace her dear daughter once more, of being
able to bid her a final farewell, and at the same time
to carry her the parting words and benediction of her
father, who was ill. This good Religious, with a
holy frankness, said to her: " No, Madame, you
shall not go; your tenderness might weaken in some
manner your Amazon's noble spirit. Offer the holo-
caust in all its entirety. It is sufficient for you to
write to her according to the feelings that G'od gives
you." His counsel was followed. Monsieur and
Madame de la Troche wrote two letters, of such [157]
piety and Christian spirit that they drew tears from
all who read them.

This news having arrived, the name of Marie St.
Joseph was given to Mother Marie de saint Bernard,
in accordance with the vow which she had made in
the matter. She was triumphant with joy, recalling


